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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
ONTARIO PARENTS ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN WITH CANCER HOSTS  

2013 TORONTO NATIONAL INSIDE RIDE EVENT  

 
 

(Sept 3, 2013 – Barrie, Ontario)  Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer 
(OPACC) is partnering with the Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation to host the 
Toronto portion of The National Inside Ride Tour (http://toronto.theinsideride.com) on 

Saturday, October 5, 2013 at 12:00 p.m. at the Playdium Sports Dome (99 Rathburn 
Road West) in Mississauga.  
 

This event will raise awareness and support for children and teens with cancer and their 
families in our local communities. We are inviting the media to cover and promote this 
event in order to raise public awareness about childhood cancer and the supports that 

exist for families going through a childhood cancer journey.  
 
The Inside Ride is Canada’s first indoor and outdoor stationary cycling challenge and 

fundraising event dedicated solely to raising funds in support of children and their 
families living with and beyond childhood cancer. This year, OPACC will once again be 
the beneficiary of all proceeds raised from the Toronto event – a great opportunity for 

everyone to come together and raise much-needed funds for us to continue our work.  
 
OPACC is asking for help from the public to create teams and fundraise for this 

important cause.  Teams of up to six cyclists each ride and compete for medals, while 
fast-paced lively music and an emcee keep the energy flowing. For teams who reach 
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their minimum fundraising goals, OPACC is offering incentives such as Playdium 

“PlayCards,” t-shirts, as well as promotion of businesses and organizations that register 
teams. Other ways to help include volunteering and donating. Further detailed 
information and links can be found on our event web page here: 

http://www.opacc.org/news/?p=1274  
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Contact Information: 
Sarai Porretta, OPACC Administrative Coordinator, 705-828-7965, info@opacc.org  

 
Background 

 

OPACC  

Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer (OPACC) is a registered charity whose 

overall goal is to be the parent voice for families with children diagnosed with cancer across 

the Province of Ontario. Established in 1995 and a charity since 2006, OPACC is comprised 

of parents, guardians, survivors, or close relatives of a child/teen diagnosed with childhood 

cancer. OPACC’s primary focus in helping these families is the Parent Liaison program, 

which is already operating at The Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto.  Parent Liaisons are 

professionals and parents who have already undertaken a childhood cancer journey and 

understand the impact a diagnosis has on the entire family. They help parents from a non-

medical point of view and can help direct them through the myriad of services and 

opportunities that exist for families both in and out of the hospital. They offer drop-in 

support groups, one-on-one visits to families, distribution of free support materials, and 

more. In addition to the in-hospital support provided through the Parent Liaison program, 

OPACC also works with local community groups across the Province to build a network of 

local community-based Parent Support groups to ensure that families are supported once 

they are back home. As OPACC grows, it will continue to establish more Parent Support 

Groups throughout Ontario, as well as bring the Parent Liaison Program to other Pediatric 

Cancer Centres. http://www.opacc.org  

 

Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation 

The Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation (C2C) is Canada’s only national charity 

devoted to fighting childhood cancer. C2C ensures 100% of receiptable funds raised go 

toward improving the survival rate and quality of life of children and their families impacted 

by cancer. C2C raises funds by conducting memorable events that encourage active and 

healthy lifestyles. From cycling rides to team-building activities, children across the country 

benefit from the generous support of its sponsors, participants, donors and volunteers. The 

Coast to Coast Against Cancer Foundation is a proud supporter of and generous contributor 

to OPACC’s Parent Liaison program. http://www.coasttocoastagainstcancer.org  
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