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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

 
ONTARIO PARENTS ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN WITH CANCER (OPACC) 

LAUNCHES NEW PROGRAM FOR SCHOOLS AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS TO RAISE FUNDS AND 
AWARENESS FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER 

 
 

(Mar 5, 2014 – Barrie, Ontario)  Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer (OPACC), a 

registered Ontario charity, has launched “Kaps4Kids,” a unique new way that schools, workplaces, 
organizations, and groups can come together to raise awareness and funds in support of children and 
families affected by a diagnosis of childhood cancer.  For a $1 minimum donation, participants can 

wear a cap, hat, fedora, scarf, or whatever they would like on their heads to school or work for a day 
to show support for kids with cancer, raise funds for much needed community programs, and help 
ensure that OPACC continues to help children and their families throughout their cancer journey.  

 
In addition to raising funds, perhaps more importantly it is a way to raise awareness and 
understanding of the issues related to childhood cancer and a symbolic act of solidarity for everyone 

to show their support for the children who often wear head coverings due to hair loss experienced 
through chemotherapy.  
 

All money raised will be donated toward the programs and services of Ontario Parents Advocating for 
Children with Cancer (OPACC), which has been providing support to families affected by a diagnosis 
of childhood cancer since 1995. Be it in the hospital or at home in local communities, OPACC is 

helping to ensure that all families are helped throughout their entire childhood cancer journey. Last 
year alone, over 700 families throughout Ontario were supported through OPACC.  
 

Childhood cancer affects 1,600 Canadian children each year and of that number approximately 400 of 
these are in Ontario. Sadly, childhood cancer also claims over 227 young lives each year; those who 
survive often require ongoing mental, physical, and financial support. Childhood cancer has a 

devastating effect on parents, siblings, extended family, friends, and their communities.  
 
For more information about OPACC and the “Kaps4Kids” program, please visit www.opacc.org. 
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Background 
 

OPACC  
 

Ontario Parents Advocating for Children with Cancer (OPACC) is a registered charity 

whose overall goal is to be the parent voice for families with children diagnosed with 
cancer across the Province of Ontario. Established in 1995 and a charity since 2006, 

OPACC is comprised of parents, guardians, survivors, or close relatives of a child/teen 
diagnosed with childhood cancer. Our primary focus in helping these families is the 

Parent Liaison program, which is already operating at The Hospital for Sick Children in 

Toronto.  Parent Liaisons are professionals and parents who have already undertaken a 
childhood cancer journey and understand the impact a diagnosis has on the entire 

family. They help parents from a non-medical point of view and can help direct them 
through the myriad of services and opportunities that exist for families both in and out 

of the hospital. They offer drop-in support groups, one-on-one visits to families, 
distribution of free support materials, and more. In addition to the in-hospital support 

provided through our Parent Liaison program, OPACC also works with local community 
groups across the Province to build a network of local community-based Parent Support 

groups to ensure that families are supported once they are back home. As OPACC 
grows, we will continue to establish more Parent Support Groups throughout Ontario, as 

well as bring our Parent Liaison Program to other Pediatric Cancer Centres.  
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